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Executive Summary

There aren't enough words to express what an exemplary human being/women you are. 
I have no doubt that that you walk in God's grace. Please, never underestimate the part 
you play in all of our lives that have lost our children.
These words were addressed to Eileen King, our regional director in Washington, DC, by a mother who had lost custody of her son to an abusive father.  Eileen had this to say about the case, “this news was so thrilling because several years ago, this child was suicidal and homicidal.  We did a great deal of court watching: in the last year's court hearings Mother appeared prose on her own behalf and did surprisingly well against the experienced attorney who represented the father.  Back in 2004 we submitted an amicus brief for a COSA appeal which the mother won and her son was returned to her.  Thanks to Alene Levy of Haynes Boone in Houston for her wonderful amicus brief of 2004!”

Were it not for Justice for Children, this child would have been lost in the “Bermuda Triangle” which swallows up abused children. The three points of this triangle are:

· Child Welfare – know by various names but commonly called Child Protective Services

· Law enforcement and criminal justice 

· Family court

Typically, child welfare receives a report of abuse and waits for law enforcement to do something who wits for child welfare to do something. Because the only evidence of abuse is the testimony of the child, the case becomes one of child custody and the family court refuses to listen to allegations of abuse. 

These cases are long and difficult. We are called in by the protective parent and our work begins. The case described by Eileen illustrates the various methods we employ over the long haul to protect children. 

The year 2007 was in many ways like all of the years in our 21 year history. We literally fight for the children that fall through the gaps in the systems we tax payers fund to protect our children. The year 2007 also was a year of contraction when our Arizona Chapter chose to disaffiliate with the National Organization. 
In 2007, Justice for Children’s mission continued to move us ahead with a renewed spirit to fight for the cause of protecting children and creating a safe haven in society for children to grow and become healthy adults.

This work could not be effectively done, if it was not for those warriors who fight behind the scenes daily to make it happen.  I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to our Board of Directors for their support, diligence and governance to this worthwhile endeavor.

Thanks, to our staff, for their daily commitment to assist and carefully decipher cases for families and children nationwide.

Thanks, to our supporters, that have gone the extra mile to give unselfishly and tirelessly their time and resources.

Last but not least, thanks, to our foundations and contributors for your on-going support and concerns, your support has maintained and sustained our work throughout the years.

The next several pages that you will read, highlights many major accomplishments for Justice for Children and I am very excited to share these with you.

Best Regards,

James A. Shields

Executive Director
Introduction
The maltreatment of children may be as old as humanity itself.  Lack of official documentation and the failure of individuals to record this aspect of their lives in letters and journals give us little to know How Long Has This Been Going On?

Before the mid-15th Century, Even after the arrival of the printing press, and for several subsequent centuries, any topic regarding children was seemingly of little importance or interest.  

Lloyd de Mause, director of The Institute for Psychohistory and editor of The Journal of Psychohistory, is of the impression that "the history of childhood is a nightmare from which we have only recently begun to awaken. The further back in history one goes, the lower the level of child care, and the more likely children are to be killed, abandoned, beaten, terrorized and sexually abused." This controversial statement has both supporters and critics; insufficient evidence may keep it a mystery forever.

Beginning in the 1830s, compassionate people fought for children's rights in the workplace and classroom.  The home, however, was unofficially considered off limits to outsiders—too sensitive an area that none but the brave would attempt to probe. Not until the late 1960s did serious investigation into the incidence of child abuse/neglect become a priority.

What We Do Know

According to Child Maltreatment 2005, the most recent report of data from the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS), approximately 899,000 children were found to be victims of child abuse or neglect in calendar year 2005. Of this number, 62.8 percent suffered neglect, 16.6 percent were physically abused, 9.3 percent were sexually abused, 7.1 percent were emotionally or psychologically maltreated, and 2 percent were medically neglected. In addition, 14.3 percent of victims experienced "other" types of maltreatment such as "abandonment," "threats of harm to the child," and "congenital drug addiction."

Tragically, Justice for Children believes that number is dramatically higher. Based on in-house data and information exchanged with other child advocacy programs around the country, the number of reported incidents is thought to be as high as 3 million per year.  

Of the children who have died from abuse or neglect, 40-50% were known—by the very system that was established to protect them—to be abused or at risk.  

Only about one-third of verified cases are ever investigated by authorities. On federal, state and local levels, thousands of children are being lost in an inadequate child protective system.

While the full extent of child abuse and neglect (in Texas and across our nation) is unknown, the reality and magnitude of this problem are undeniable. 

Justice for Children

In 1987, Randy Burton was Chief Prosecutor assigned to cases in the Family Offenses Division of the Harris County (Texas) District Attorney's office.  In the matters involving abused and neglected children, Burton was appalled at the number of young victims being returned to the very homes where the crime(s) against them had occurred.  Attempting to correct the problem within the judicial system, he worked to convince the courts that Child Protective Services' historical stance of "keeping the family intact"—regardless of the circumstances—was counterproductive to its duty to safeguard the children it was assigned to protect.  


"The failure to protect these known victims of abuse and neglect is not the result of incompetence or excessive caseloads at CPS; rather, it is the direct and predictable consequence of a social service delivery system that places a higher priority on preservation of the family unit and rehabilitation of the offender than on protection of the child."  Randy Burton, 1996, speaking at The Health Law and Policy Institute of the University of Houston Conference on Family Violence and the Care System 

Frustrated at being unable to breach the bureaucratic status quo from within the court system, Burton resigned from the DA's office and established a private law practice.  Soon after, he and a small group of concerned citizens founded Justice for Children, to function as the voice of the abused and neglected child. 

In September 2000, the Arizona and Washington, DC chapters opened chapter doors to child abuse victims. In 2005, a Michigan chapter was created.

Protective parties come to JFC for guidance and assistance through an overwhelming maze of bureaucratic agencies and a legal system that often seems hostile to and stacked against our children.  

Justice for Children remains unique in its purpose to advocate and intervene on behalf of the abused and neglected child at any stage of his/her case. JFC's advocacy is not dependent on a court appointment; therefore, the child's safety and protection can become a reality long before the case even goes to court. This distinction is critical in protecting an at-risk child. When delayed through judicial process, by the time of trial it's often too late. 

Justice for Children is a national non-profit 501(c)(3) organization with offices in Houston, Texas,  Washington D.C. and Auburn Hills Michigan.  JCF provides casework and legal services to child victims of documented abuse and their protective families when other systems could not or would not protect them.
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A Letter From The President/Founder Randy Burton

Dear Justice for Children Supporter,

We accomplished a lot in 2007.  It is clear that by taking the difficult steps to remove certain obstacles and focusing on our strengths that we are now having a year of unprecedented success in 2008.  I intend with the help of our board, chapters and staff to continue to move our organization in new directions to enable us to help more children nationwide.

Let’s take stock in the miraculous results we’ve help create for children this year, the fact that we have 3 vibrant offices around our country, several months of operating costs in the bank, and commitments for much more.  In 2007, Justice for Children appeared in the O (Oprah Winfrey’s Magazine) article about our cases.  One of our most dedicated volunteers, Greg Jacobs, was confirmed as the new Solicitor General of the Labor Department.  At his Confirmation Hearing before the US Senate, he stated that his work with JFC “has been among the most meaningful of his career.”

JFC continues to provide the one-on-one casework for children who have been abused but remain unprotected due to various failures by our governmental agencies.  To help us address these system failures and advocate for these children, we use our lean, professional staff to supervise the efforts of teams of volunteers including 15-25 psychology majors each semester from The University of Houston. This year, JFC also established similar collaborations with The University of St. Thomas, U of H Law
Center, and South Texas College of Law.  Our pro bono program continues to recruit and train volunteer attorneys from some of the finest law firms in the country.

In 2007, we were asked by the City of Houston Health Department to provide training for all of their mandated reporters, including the City Health Department. Two of our board members, Dr. John Sargent, and Dr. Angelo Giardino, who are internationally known experts in child abuse, trained more than 1,300 Health Department employees in the medical techniques used to identify child abuse. 

Finally, we continued to press our case for reform in 2007 through TV, radio, and the printed media. Executive Director, Jim Shields, and I were quoted and published op-eds in the Houston Chronicle.  We also made numerous appearances on local and national TV stations including KHOU-TV in Houston, KRCG in Missouri, and the Nancy Grace Show (CNN.)  I was scheduled to debate CPS on CBS’ Early Show, but, Texas CPS refused to participate.  Tom Burton, JFC’s General Counsel, participated in a televised debate on Channel 8 on Parental Alienation Syndrome.

As always, I am incredibly proud of what Justice for Children continues to accomplish and can’t wait to see what walls that are impediments to protecting abused children we knock down in 2008.






Sincerely,

Randy Burton






President and Founder

Questions and Answers – Randy Burton


In recognition of Justice for Children's 20th anniversary, we asked founder Randy Burton about its evolution and accomplishments. 

Q.
On Justice for Children's web site is mentioned a "group of concerned citizens" who helped you get JFC off the ground—who were they, or at least the major players?  

A.
We held our first meeting of JFC in May 1987.  The major original players were Mike and Sharon Wilkins (foster parents of Jesse Wheeler), Dr. Krystyna D. Ansevin, Dr. Allen T. Ansevin, Ann Helton, and my wife, Gina Burton. 

Q.
What was the first official JFC office like?

A.
The first JFC Office was opened in 1994, and  located at 412 Main Street in the old State Bank Building (in downtown Houston).  It was started with funds from Harvey Houck and The Children’s Fund.  We had an executive director, a secretary/receptionist, and a number of volunteers.

Q.
How did the courts respond to you initially?  Child Protective Services (CPS)? 

A.
Initially, we were perceived as 'the enemy' by the System and were told that we didn’t know what we were talking about.  There was a general denial of the problems created by CPS and the Family and Juvenile Courts.  It took awhile for some objectivity by people in the system who perceived that they were under attack.  Eventually, many people told us that we were right, that we said what they were afraid to say, and admitted that we were responsible for changes for the better by the governmental agencies involved with child protection.

Q.
Was there much media coverage at first?  

A.
There was an incredible amount of publicity at first.  Following the series in the former Houston Post about my investigation as a prosecutor (“Children who die: A system failure”), there was a series on [Houston's ABC affiliate] Channel 13 by Wayne Dolcefino.  This led to a meeting with Senator Chet Brooks and his agreement to conduct statewide hearings into the problems at CPS.  This culminated with reports by the Texas Senate Health & Human Services Committee, testimony in Houston, Austin and Washington, DC, and appearances on Prime Time Live, Donahue, and Good Morning America.

Q.
What was the public response?  Did you receive letters saying, "that happened to me," "I thought I was the only one," "thank you" or "it's about time?"   Any crank/hate mail? 

A.
We received all of the above.  Primarily, we received letters and calls from thankful members of the public, parents who had fought to protect their children, and members of the system who couldn’t publicly state that they were grateful for the light of day being shown on these problems.

Q.
What was some of the subsequent media attention?  Did they approach you or vice versa?

A.
In addition to the programs mentioned above, I’ve been interviewed on 20/20, The O’Reilly Factor, HBO’s America Under Cover, and the Discovery Channel’s Justice Files.  Invariably, JFC has been approached by the media.  On a few occasions, we've held press conferences in both Houston and Austin (Texas) to highlight cases that the media had missed.

Q.
Approximately how many cases have you tried in 20 years?  

A.
Actually, all of the child abuse cases that I (personally) tried were as a prosecutor, with the exception of one case as a plaintiff’s attorney.  The cases that JFC has had have all been tried by volunteer or “pro bono” attorneys from all over the country.  JFC has also, on occasion, been able to fund private attorneys to represent children and protective parents in geographical locations where we didn’t have any volunteers.

Q.
Were you a pioneer of sorts in bringing both child abuse and the chronic failure of CPS and the courts into the light?  

A.
We absolutely were the first to make this a major issue, both locally and nationally.  We brought the issue of the federal financial incentive behind keeping abusive “families” together to the attention of both our state and federal government in testimony before the Texas Senate Health & Human Services Committee, The Texas Senate Finance Committee, The Texas Child Fatality State Review Committee (which we helped to create), the Texas Performance Review Committee, and the US House Ways & Means Committee

Q.
What does that mean, the federal financial incentive behind keeping abusive "families" together? How does the government benefit from the family unit? 

A.
The federal financial incentive refers to our discovery that Public Law 96-272 (Federal Adoption assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980) which provided most of the monies to state CPS agencies included a provision known as the “reasonable efforts” language that stated that the receipt of said funds were predicated on each state being able to prove that they made “reasonable efforts” to avoid the removal of children from homes (so-called “family preservation”) and “reasonable efforts to reunify children with their families (so-called “family reunification”) in those instances where children were removed.  So, you could say that it was a “federal financial incentive provided to state CPS agencies to keep families together” when no rational person would say that the family was a safe place for the child.

Q.
How long were you a prosecutor and in what year did you leave the D.A.'s office?  

A.
I was a prosecutor for about 4 years.  I left in 1987 shortly before the publication of “Children who die: A system failure.”  At the time, I was the Chief Prosecutor for Family Offenses at the Harris County DA’s Office.

Q.
Did you inherit your spirit for community service from your parents? 

A.
No. 

Q.
What inspires you?  

A.
What inspires me is the thought that little children would have no advocate but for Justice for Children.  I cannot stand the idea that an abused child will be left in a hellish home without an advocate.  I know that we have a unique opportunity to save lives and to create an organization that will survive us to carry on the work that no one else does – protect innocent children who have no one else.  Unfortunately, over 70% of all confirmed cases are closed by CPS without ever protecting the child.  Also, like many Americans, I like rooting for the underdog.  The ultimate underdogs in our society are abused and neglected children.

Q.
What are some major hurdles JFC has overcome or precedents it has set?  

A.
We’ve helped write the Federal Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 that repealed the financial incentive to keep families together despite evidence of abuse.  We’ve created the Texas Child Fatality Review Teams.  We’ve raised consciousness about the failure of our governmental agencies to protect known victims of abuse and demanded accountability.  We’ve educated the public that child abuse is first and foremost a crime, not just a social problem, and demanded that law enforcement have priority over the investigation of these crimes against children.  We have built an organization of self-sustaining chapters across the countries that are providing grass roots advocacy for abused children.  The only hurdles we’ve had to overcome have been administrators in the system who could have radically accelerated progressive change, but instead, chose to circle the wagons.

Q.
Interesting facts I don't know enough to ask about? 

A.
There is no such thing as a scientific syndrome known as “Parental Alienation Syndrome.”   False reports of abuse are so rare as to be statistically insignificant.  

Every one of our Chapter Directors and our Executive Director are nationally recognized leaders in the field of child advocacy.  

We have affiliations with some of the finest law firms and universities in the nation.  

Q.
On this 20th anniversary, what is your general feeling about Justice for Children?   

A.
I could not be prouder of what we have collectively achieved.  I look to the future with great anticipation of the lives we will save and the national presence that we will have
Our World with No Child Abuse

History & Mission

Mission: To raise the consciousness of our society about the failure of our governmental agencies to protect victims of child abuse, to provide legal advocacy for abused children, and to develop and implement, on a collaborative basis where possible, a full range of solutions that enhance the quality of life for children.

History: Justice for Children has been advocating for the interest of children since 1987.

JFC strives to be our nation’s most effective advocate and support system for abused children. JFC has an excellent reputation in the community, which is evidenced by the impact we have had on child abuse legislation; the request we have received for television and radio appearances and interviews; and the partnerships we have with local universities as well as local and national law firms. 

Services 

Casework: Direct assistance for cases with credible, documented, and objective evidence of physical abuse or neglect and sexual abuse.

Legal Support: Unpaid legal representation performs research, and files amicus briefs and other legal documents on behalf of child victims of abuse.

Court Watch Programs: Trained staff and volunteers attend court hearings to assist those advocating for children’s rights and to monitor court proceedings.

Paid Therapy: Assist families with referrals to services through fellow organizations, and utilize free services; such as the Victim’s Resource Institute at the University of Houston. 

Volunteer Network: Volunteers, interns, and externs provide valuable assistance at JFC. Their day-to-day work includes manning the phone lines; mailing, receiving and reviewing intake packets; working on individual client’s files; making referrals to therapy, legal aid, or other services; communicating with law enforcements, the District Attorney, Family Court or Child Protection Service’s personnel to advocate on behalf of child victims and their families.

HOUSTON (Headquarters) - Staff
2600 Southwest Freeway, Suite 806
Houston, Texas 77098
Phone: 713-225-4357
Fax: 713-225-2818
www.justiceforchildren.org 

James A. Shields, Executive Director
jshields@justiceforchildren.org

Angela Felder, Director of Casework
afelder@justiceforchildren.org

Thomas H. Burton, III, General Counsel
tburton@justiceforchildren.org 
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National Headquarters – Houston, TX
2007 Accomplishments – National headquarters
Casework

1. We successfully advocated for the prosecution of a father who molested two of his daughters.  The children’s mother fled with them from Alabama to the Georgia after suffering domestic violence. Once in Georgia the girls started to disclose sexual abuse.   DFACS (CPS) in Georgia investigated and substantiated the abuse.  Justice for Children contacted DHR (CPS) and the District Attorney in Alabama and provided them with the substantiated reports from Georgia along with medical and forensic evidence.  Although Alabama CPS had investigated the sexual abuse and determined that it had not happen, we were successful in persuading   them to review their investigation and change the findings to “substantiated”.  The District Attorney also brought criminal charges against the father.  In plea bargain, father relinquished his parental rights, agreed to pay child support and never to have contact with the children again.  Interference with Child Custody charges that had been filed against the mother were also dropped.  The mother decided to accept the plea bargain after discussing the issue with her children.   The family is currently residing in the Atlanta area where the girls are well-adjusted and secure; they are also attending ongoing counseling.

2. Bryce T case involved a situation where a young adolescent male displayed inappropriate sexual acting out behavior that had come to the attention of the Juvenile justice system and the Court.  There was reason to believe that the child had an abnormal attraction to adult pornography.  The child’s mother essentially gave up and left him to the Juvenile justice system.  The child had been offered no therapy and there was little effort made to determine how he had developed such an interest in sexually explicit images. The child’s father knew of nothing that would suggest that his son had been sexually abused or exposed to any inappropriate sexual conduct.   Through the guidance and advocacy of JFC the child was placed in the custody of the maternal GM in Dallas.  The court ordered that he undergo counseling and therapy and submit to close monitoring.  In August 2007, the child sent a card thanking JFC for helping secure an effective relative placement for him.  Father recently called to thank JFC and to report that his son had adjusted well to life with the grandmother, had joined the track team and is doing well in school.   Child is also participating in therapy and there have been no more incidences related to sexually explicit images.

3. Almost 3 years ago, JFC took on the AR case in Dallas. All of the cases we get are horrible but this case had many elements of system failure.  Tom Burton directly represented the protective mother. AR was taken from her mother by a judge in Dallas who relied on Parental Alienation Syndrome. The protective mother was penalized with a $50,000 bond before she could ever see her child. We asked the law firm Shook Hardy and Bacon to prepare the appeal for this issue of unconstitutional abuse by the court. Their work was thorough and compelling yet was rejected by the Court of Appeals. JFC persisted with the case through a new judge and finally, after a long legal battle, the protective mother will be reunited with her daughter. This is one case and one child. 

4. Board member Amie Berg assisted in a very complicated case which has resulted in keeping the child safe from her abuser.

5. Case of 7 y/o victim sexually abused by stepfather, mother lost custody.  Stepfather paid the biological father so that he could have custody of thechild.  After JFC General Counsel, Tom Burton, became involved, the stepfather has been convicted on criminal charges, and the child has been returned to the mother.

6. JFC has helped a total of 15 underprivileged children this holiday season.  They were treated to a Christmas party sponsored by Houston Children’s Charity, and received many gifts.  The Director of Casework has also been able to ask and gain the support of our volunteers to assist a mother JFC is working with and her three children with clothing, toys and food for the holidays.

7. During the spring, summer and fall 2007 a total of 32 interns from the University of Houston and University of St Thomas psychology departments completed basic orientation and training and successfully completed the JFC Internship Program.  Interns completed a total of 3800 casework hours, toured the Children’s Assessment Center, participated in the 2007 Gala, and took part in off- premises JFC community events. Two volunteers helped with casework related activities and one wrote grant proposals.
8. We had five law clerks form the University of Houston Law Center and South Texas College of Law assist with case during the summer.

Fundraising
1. Gala – we had our largest Gala in the spring with over 200 attendees.

2. Over 450 donations were made to JFC in 2007 totaling almost $400,000.

3. JFC was awarded the “Best in America” seal certified by the Independent Charities of America.

4. JFC met the Better Business Bureau’s standards for charity accountability for 2007

5. We were awarded an $80,000 VOCA (Victims of Crime Act) grant from the Department of Justice.

6. We reapplied to the Houston Endowment with a request for a grant twice a large as their last grant

7. The Gala 2008 committee is working with renewed enthusiasm. We have over 10 volunteers.

a. Melanie Gray and Mark Wawro have agreed to serve as honorary chairs of the event. They have an impressive track record of helping to raise large sums of money.

b. Dr. Joan Shook has accepted our offer to receive the Harvey Houck Award.  Texas Children’s Hospital has agreed to underwrite a table and we expect to get more people from the medical community than in the past.

c. Our goal is to have 400 attendees and raise $150,000.

8. JFC hired a new Director of Development, Debra A. McLaurin in April 2008. 

Legislative

1. The executive director met with State Representative Ellen Cohen, to discuss ways to improve upon CPS Reform legislation in the next session. State representative Sylvester Turner has also been contacted.

2. We met with the staff from Texas State Senator Rodney Ellis’s office to discuss CPS reform.

3. We continue to work with the Houston organization of agencies called “One Voice” to collaborate on child abuse legislative issues.

4. U.S. Representative Ted Poe has been added to our Advisory Board.  He has recently written a letter to Dr. Phil to join him on our Advisory Board.  We have worked with Representative Poe’s staff to provide expert testimony on his legislation.

5. We have also met on several occasions with the legislative aid for U.S. Representative Nick Lampson about our legislative recommendations.

Public Relations
1. Randy Burton and Jim Shields had op-ed’s published in The Houston Chronicle.

2. Randy Burton was interviewed on KHOU-TV (Channel 11) several times regarding child abuse cases in Houston.

3. Randy Burton also appeared on the Nancy Grace Show (CNN) on a Houston area case.

4. Tom Burton was interviewed on KHOU-TV about racial disproportionality in CPS cases.

5. Angela Felder, our Director of Casework, was interviewed by local news station regarding 3 cases of abuse that were overlooked and handled inappropriately by Harris County CPS.  The 1st case involved a drug addicted mother who was allowed to keep her newborn baby, who had also tested positive for drugs.  The mother previously lost custody of her five older children due to her drug use.  The 2nd case involved a mother who physically abused her 4 month old baby.  The mother was allowed to keep custody of all her children that she would leave frequently with her 81 year old grandmother, who was unable to care for the children.  The 3rd case involved physical abuse of a four year old child by the mother, who had extensive previous history with CPS.  Those reports included physical abuse, and physical neglect.  The mother was allowed to keep the children after several referrals, and as a result, the children would be injured again.  This interview then led to an investigation into Harris County CPS procedures involving how cases are handled.
6. Jim Shields was interviewed on four radio stations 3 times in 2007. 

a. Board member Dr. Angelo Giardino (Texas Children’s Hospital) accompanied Jim on the first interview.

b. Board member Dr. John Sargent (TCH, Ben Taub, and Baylor College of Medicine) accompanied Jim on the second interview.

c. General Counsel, Tom Burton, accompanied Jim on the third interview.

7. We made recruiting/training presentations to five (5) law firms about JFC:

· Shook Hardy & Bacon

· Baker Hostetler

· GE In-House Counsel

· The Woodlands Bar Association

· DLA Piper
Michigan Chapter
Auburn Hills, MICHIGAN

640 N. Old Woodward, Suite 302
Birmingham, MI 48009
Phone: 248-593-6093
Fax: 248-593-6103 
www.JusticeForChildren.org
Chip St. Clair, Regional Director
cstclair@JusticeForChildren.org

Lisa St. Clair, Director of Casework
lstclair@JusticeForChildren.org 

Board of Directors

Mark Ford, Board President
David Grossman, Board Vice President

Mark Rouland PLC, General Counsel
Reece Smith, Board Treasurer
Members: Senator Mike Bishop; Melissa Fazio; Ruth Frushour; Prosecutor David Gorcyca; ; Kimberly Head; Christina Isaacs; Lauren Kathawa; U.S. Congressman Joe Knollenberg; Lieutenant James Manning

 
Advisory Board:

Alison Arngrim—Actress, Advocate
Sheriff Michael J. Bouchard—Oakland County Sheriff’s Department
Karen Drew—Investigative Reporter, WDIV-TV 
Mark Lunsford—Jessica Lunsford Foundation/President
Ambassadors: Patricia McDermott, Donna Skinner, Patricia Weaver 

Legislative Committee: State Rep. David Law (Chair), Melissa Fazio, Mark Ford, Lauren Kathawa, Melissa O’Rear, Mark Rouland

Fundraising Committee: Mark Ford, Melissa Fazio, Ruth Frushour, Kimberly Head, Patricia McDermott, Mark Rouland, Reece Smith, Patricia Weaver

Three interns from Wayne State University performed duties ranging from casework to fundraising: Heather Bryant, Jeremy McCall and Tameka Ramsey

2007 Accomplishments – Michigan Chapter
Casework
· A letter writing campaign with father-turned-advocate Mark Lunsford, ultimately compelling a parole board in Ohio to deny parole to a pedophile.

· A very high profile case of alleged child abuse of a little girl whose story has been featured on the Dr. Phil Show 4 times.  Currently, the accused father is on supervised visitation, and JFC compelled Michigan’s Attorney General to investigate the failures of CPS, and suspicions of police corruption and evidence tampering.

· A loophole in Florida Law had allowed a newly relocated convicted child predator to remain free and unregistered despite serving 13 years in a TN Prison for sexual assault of several children, and an arrest history which spans 30 years, 6 states, and over 20 charges of crimes against children.  Our investigation and persistence ultimately enlisted the help of the local NBC affiliate and a dedicated state senator to tie up the loophole and have this predator arrested and take off the streets.  When he was released and later spotted in the children’s section of a library, thanks to his new status, he was once again put behind bars.
Legislative Initiatives

· Testify before the House Judiciary Committee in an effort to pass Jessica’s Law -- inspired by the death of nine-year-old Jessica Lunsford who was abducted, raped, and murdered by a repeat offender only yards from her Florida home, the bill generally aims for a 25 year minimum sentence for 1st degree sexual assault of a child, and GPS tracking devices upon release for qualifying convicted predators.  The bill passed nearly unanimously through the House, and despite much opposition in the Senate, we returned to Montana and helped to push the bill through.  Chip and Lisa St. Clair were personally honored by the Governor for our efforts.

· As Maryland’s laws leave much to be desired in the way of protecting children, Chip St. Clair was asked to testify before the legislature in an uphill battle to pass Jessica’s Law.  After holding a press conference in front of the Capitol, Mr. St. Clair joined Marc Klaas for an intense 10 hour legislative hearing before delegates.  We returned the following day to testify before the Senate, however as the legislative session was drawing to a close, both committees held the vote, hoping to stall until session was over.  In a last ditch effort, Mr. St. Clair called upon our contact at the O’Reilly Factor who was so outraged, he came personally to interview each delegate and Senator on national television, ultimately forcing them to vote in favor of the Law before the session ended.

· Held a statewide press conference at JFC’s office with Rep. David Law to introduce a bill which would amend the Michigan Sex Offender Registry, making it retroactive.

· Working with Board Member and Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop on legislation designed to make law enforcement the primary investigative force behind child abuse allegations instead of CPS.
Community Support/Fundraising

· Mr. St. Clair lectured at Athens High School throughout the year as part of having been integrated into the curriculum.  JFC received over 1500 letters from students who expressed their appreciation for sharing my story, which Mr. St. Clair reviewed with the faculty to expose potentially abusive situations relayed in the writing.

· After a grueling series of presentations, JFC was selected over Make a Wish, Salvation Army, and others as the recipient of the annual school fundraiser:  Charity Week, which netted us a school record of over $26,000.

· Mr. St. Clair lectured at a Domestic Violence Seminar on the failures of the Family Court System to protect children, and PAS.

· JFC held our annual black tie spring fundraising event where we honored Mark Lunsford and raised around $30,000.  In receiving his award, Mark gave a very moving speech which included a poem about JFC.
· Chip St. Clair, Regional Director, Auburn Hills, Michigan, sold the world rights to his memoir -- The Butterfly Garden:  Surviving Childhood on the Run with One of America’s Most Wanted to Health Communications, Inc. (Chicken Soup for the Soul series).  Expected to be a bestseller, he has devised a top notch marketing strategy, hired an outside pr firm, and are working on securing national and local interviews, endorsements and reviews.  They have agreed to his proposed pr plan to include a separate page in the book advertising the nonprofit of my choice, in addition to including it in all interviews, book tours, etc.  Borders, Walmart, and others are already treating the book as a bestseller status, and Mr. St. Clair recently just got word that a very large and prestigious publishing house in London is negotiating for the British foreign rights.  Other authors the publisher represents include, Charles Dickens, Shakespeare, Rudyard Kipling, Churchill, and Stephen King.

· The author of a children’s book asked Mr. St. Clair to write its prologue, with proceeds from sales benefiting JFC-Michigan.

· Morton’s Steakhouse hosted a celebrity bartending event and silent auction which netted JFC approximately $2,500.

· Received a renewal grant from the Wencley Foundation for $1,000.

· Received a grant from the Drusilla Farwell Foundation for $3,000.

· JFC asked by Sen. Clinton’s office to support legislation designed to protect children exploited by identity theft.

· JFC was asked to be a guest on Fox’s The Morning Show with Mike and Juliet to address Child Identity Theft.

· JFC was approved for a grant in collaboration with Schoolcraft College by the Michigan State Bar to provide first responders with an information video, defining JFC as the experts in child abuse.  This will first be distributed to every police dept. in the state of Michigan.

· Casino Night Fundraiser rallied support and netted JFC almost $5,000.
PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release
Troy Athens Charity Week 2007 – High-school students are raising $20,007 (and more) for charity!
Troy, Michigan, February 12, 2007 - Troy Athens High School is getting ready for one of Michigan’s largest high-school student led charity campaigns! The student body will be raising money and awareness during February 26, 2007 – March 2, 2007 in order to reach this year’s goal of $20,007 during Charity Week. The money will help Justice for Children (justiceforchildren.org), a non-profit organization whose mission is to protect victims of child abuse, to provide legal advocacy for abused children, and to provide guidance and emotional support. 

The Troy Athens Student Congress chose Justice for Children because it is an issue that is often hidden. Justice for Children’s motto is “In a world where a child’s cries echo soft and unheard…We Hear.” Student Congress members felt compelled to aid this charity because of the necessity for a group of adult leaders to genuinely care for children’s safety. 

Various activities for the students are planned to raise money and awareness for this worthy cause. For example, Penny Wars will be an all week event where students place pennies into their grade’s container for positive points, while bills and silver coins are negative points. At the end of the week, the grade with the most positive points will win the competition. Jail n’Bail allows students to place warrants on themselves, their friends, and their teachers in order to be taken out of class for a few minutes and placed inside a “jail”. Of course, the “jail” has snacks, games, and televisions for students to enjoy. Other events include a Men’s Volleyball Game, Raffles, Charity Auction, Pep Assembly, and a Charity Dance. Readers of this article may not be able to participate in all the activities listed above; however, they can still be part of reaching our goal. If you believe in the work that the young people of Troy are doing and the charity they are trying to help, please send checks made out to Troy Athens High School, Memo Line: Charity Week. The address is 4333 John R. Rd Troy, MI 48085. 
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	JUSTICE IS SERVED AS CHILD PREDATOR

IS POISED FOR SENTENCING

	

	BIRMINGHAM, MI – His children were in hiding, too terrified to speak of the atrocities he committed against them.  Those who knew him shuddered at the very thought of his name.  But on Jan 25th, Gregory Moore will stand before a judge in an Ann Arbor courtroom and face the music as he watches his freedom slip away.

Thanks to the strength of his victims, hard working detectives and prosecutors, and the unyielding intervention of Justice For Children, Gregory Moore will spend the next 15-20 yrs. behind bars.

“We worked diligently with the protective family, and law enforcement in several states to build a case,” says Chip St. Clair, Regional Director of Justice For Children.  “We were committed to see he was brought to justice for crimes against his own children, and to protect those he might come in contact with.”

Justice For Children first learned of Mr. Moore while he was serving time in a Nebraska prison for Arson.  When St. Clair learned he was a candidate for parole in July of 2005, he immediately set to work and began an investigation.

“His adult children had been in hiding for years and were reluctant to come forward, but other family members provided us with information to work with,” says St. Clair.  “We found he had an extreme propensity for violence, having been convicted of domestic violence and arson, and even suspected by police in at least two murders.  It was no wonder everyone was afraid of his release.  Gregory Moore ruled with violence and fear.”

Justice For Children’s letter to the parole board helped to compel them to deny Moore’s early release.  But the clock was ticking as he would be automatically paroled the next year.  Uncovering an ex-wife of Mr. Moore, urging his victims to speak to police, and countless hours of research eventually led to Washtenaw County law enforcement extraditing Moore the moment he was released from prison in Nebraska.

Moore ultimately pled guilty to two counts of 1st degree CSC and one count of domestic violence.

“This is a story of the strength and endurance to seek justice.  That always prevails over fear,” says St. Clair.  “As the saying goes ‘Evil only triumphs when Good stands by and does nothing’.” 



With nearly 3 million children reported abused each year, Justice For Children identifies and attempts to rescue children who fall through the cracks in the system, and fights relentlessly to bring child predators to justice.

Washington D.C. Chapter
1155 Connecticut Ave. NW
6th Floor
Washington, DC 20036
Phone: 202-462-4688
Fax:: 815-301-5516 

www.justiceforchildren.org
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Justice for Children’s Washington, D.C. Chapter had a challenging and successful year.  On January 1st, we welcomed Shelley Rubin, LCSW as our part-time social worker for Maryland cases.  A $25,000.00 grant from the Avon Foundation made this possible. 

Early January 2007, King and Rubin attended the annual Battered Mothers Custody Conference in Albany, New York. King joined other national advocates, attorneys and mental health professions in a “Truth Commission” which subsequently issued a report that can be found at:

http://stopfamilyviolence.org/media/Truth%20Commission%20Final%2007.pdf
In February 2007, King testified by invitation of Maryland delegates on proposed legislation having to do with presumptive joint custody (contra) and other bills having to do with child abuse.

On February 27th, King met with Abby Shannon, staffer to Rep. Nick Lampson from Texas and spoke with her about Justice For Children’s work.   Rep. Lampson heads the Children’s Caucus which is linked to The Center for Missing and Exploited Children.

On April 11, 2007, King attended an Open Meeting held by the Maryland Court of Appeals.  In this meeting, amendments to the Rules were accepted that arose from HB 700 - a bill that allows courts to appoint attorneys for children in custody cases.  This bill is the first in the United States to affirm a “duty of ordinary care and diligence” for attorneys appointed to represent children.  Justice For Children, and Gregory F. Jacob led the battle to pass this bill, defeating the original bill whose language granted immunity to attorneys for children even in cases where they were negligent or incompetent.

On April 15th, Justice for Children co-sponsored and presented at a well-attended day-long symposium called “The Art of the Appeal” for attorneys.  The primary sponsor was DV LEAP led by Joan Meier, ED of DV LEAP and Julie Fields.
On May 10, 11th, King was interviewed and filmed for a local case in which a Maryland man shook his girlfriend’s 3 month old baby to death and received a very light sentence of time served in jail.  This story was carried by WJLA, Fox 5, CTV, the Washington Post and the Montgomery County Gazette.

In May 2007, on behalf of Justice for Children, King wrote a letter of support for a Petition to the Intra-American Commission on Human Rights which can be found here:

http://www.stopfamilyviolence.org/ocean/host.php?folder=133&page=468&keywords=Truth%20commission&T=

This is the first petition of its kind that documents system failure cases in which abused children have been removed from their non-offending protective parent and placed into the custody of the (allegedly) abusive parent by family courts, sometimes with the help of child protective services.

June 13th  Gregory Jacob, at that time Special Assistant to the President on Domestic Policy, invited Eileen King to lunch in the White House Mess in the West Wing of the White House.  This was quite an honor!

In July 2007, we received news of a case in which we were an amicus brief signatory – Wilkinson v Ferguson - in which a very good decision was handed down by the District of Columbia Court of Appeals that protected a young child sexual abuse victim.  This amicus brief was in collaboration with the Domestic Violence Legal Empowerment and Appeals Project (DV LEAP) of George Washington University Law School. 

Also in July we were informed that a Kentucky case for which we wrote an amicus curiae brief was decided in favor of the protective parent.  

On July 30th, we met with Bob McConnell, Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Virginia, to discuss concerns about several Virginia cases. 

On August 29th, King met with Katie Ahearn, staffer for Sen. John Kerry in his Boston, Massachusetts office and provided materials and information about Justice for Children’s work.

On November 1st, Eileen King, Shelley Rubin and Katie Moose attended Gregory Jacob’s Confirmation Hearing before the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions chaired by Senator Ted Kennedy.  Pictures of that Hearing can be found at:  

http://help.senate.gov/Photo_Gallery/2007/Photo_gallery_2007.html
Since 2001, Mr. Jacob has provided his legal service pro bono for abused children whose families sought assistance from Justice for Children.  He said

 

"As a government official, I believe it is important to stay directly in touch with the impact government policy has on ordinary citizens.  Accordingly, while serving in each of the positions I have held with the federal government, I have simultaneously been involved in one or more cases outside the government on a pro bono basis.  I entered each of these cases through the auspices of Justice for Children, a non-profit organization that seeks to provide legal representation to protect children who are the victims of physical or sexual abuse.  This work, which has been among the most meaningful of my career, has kept me actively involved in both trial and appellate litigation, and has given me the opportunity to personally get to know some truly courageous individuals – parents who persevere through every difficulty and frustration to protect their children from the horrible specter of abuse, and wonderful men and women who have dedicated their lives to providing them the support and resources they need to succeed. "
On December 7 & 8, DV LEAP (Joan Meier, Esq.) and George Washington University Law School hosted a Symposium bringing together top-notch Supreme Court scholars and litigators with domestic violence and child custody experts to create a set of best practices for bringing these due process violations for redress to the United States Supreme Court.  Gregory F. Jacob was a speaker at the Symposium and spoke about his experiences at hand of JFC-DC cases which he had handled.
Throughout the year, King and Rubin attended monthly meetings of the Medical Task Force on Family Violence that meets at Children’s Hospital in Washington, D.C.  This is a group of medical professionals, social workers, psychologists, nurses and advocates who meets to share their work, resources and information relevant to the field of family violence prevention and treatment.  King has presented twice on Justice for Children’s work in this Task Force.

Board of Directors

Jill B. Deal, Esq., a partner with Venable LLP, was welcomed by as the newest member of the JFC-DC Board this year.  

Interns and Volunteers
From late May until August 2007, Lisa Franchini, a 2nd year student at the Columbus School of Law at Catholic University joined us as a legal intern.  Lilian Tse, a researcher/write, wrote and revised the article “Living with a Rapist”.  Kathy Atkinson in Pennsylvania worked on three JFC cases.  Teresa Vandergriff and Inga James worked on creating and implementing a qualitative evaluation for the Avon Grant Maryland program.

Michelle Harris, a third year student at the University of Virginia Law School wrote an excellent paper on JFC-DC cases in which judges changed custody through ex parte hearings.  She received an A for this paper. 

Pro Bono Cases:

· We submitted Amicus Curiae briefs in three appellate cases
· Twelve cases were taken by pro bono counsel, three of whom acted as local counsel, one of whom did legal research for a VA case

· In four cases, legal interns or attorneys performed legal research for pro se litigants

Pro bono attorneys were:

Gregory F. Jacob – White House and Dept. of Labor (3 cases)

Paul Griffin – O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Kambon R. Williams – Venable LLP

Randy S. Sergent – Venable LLP

Christellett Hoey – Holland & Knight LLP

John C. Broderick – Hodes, Ulman, Pessin, & Katz

Kevin A. Wiggins – Steptoe & Johnson LLP

Sherry A. Quirk – Schiff Hardin LLP

Bridget M. Cohee  – Steptoe & Johnson LLP

Brianne Kucerik – Weil Gottschall LLP

Deb Givens

Weldon Peyton

Amy Harfield

Shannon Lemm   

Court watch program:

Jan 18  Wilson  VA  5 hours

Feb 6, 7, 8  Vodusek   MD  24 hours total

Mar 14 Keuthan  MD 7 hours

Mar 15 Keuthan  MD 8 hours

May 14 Vodusek  MD 6 hours

June 18  Barrow  MD  2 hours

July 19  Wagner   MD  5 hours

August 2  Peterson   VA 2 hours

August 17 Rosettsky Murr v Murr MD 8 hours

August 21 Dent  Wash DC 3 1/2 hours

Sept 14 Vodusek Mazzone 4 hours

Oct 19  Alexander  MD 4 hours

73 hours total

Annual Holiday Reception
Venable LLP hosted our Annual Holiday Reception on December 14th.  We had over 90 guests come, almost three times as many who attended our 2006 Reception.  We raised $14,612.00, $2040.00 of which was for catering expenses.  Our catering expenses were generously covered by a grant from the Venable Foundation, leaving a clear profit of $12,572.00.  For the first time in JFC-DC’s history, we sold tickets to the event at $25/person.  Photographs from the Reception can be seen at 

http://www.ontaponline.com/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=516
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LINKS 

Parent Resources

· Protect   www.protect.org

· Child Help USA   www.childhelp.org

· Trauma Academy   www.childtrauma.org

· Child Welfare Information Gateway   www.childwelfare.gov
· Shaken Baby Syndrome   www.dontshake.com
· Andrew Vachss' website   www.vachss.com

· Battered Mother's Custody Conference, Albany NY  www.batteredmotherscustodyconference.org
· California Protective Parents Association   www.protectiveparents.com
· California Mothers of Lost Children   www.mothers-of-lost-children.com
· Collaborative for Children www.collabforchildren.org 

· Depelchin Children’s Center www.depelchin.org 

· Escape Family Resource Center www.learntoparent.org 

Legal Resources 

· ABA Center on Children and the Law    www.abanet.orgchild/home.html

· National Association of Counsel for Children   www.naccchildlaw.org

· National Center for Youth Law   www.youthlaw.org
· National Conference of State Legislatures - Child Welfare Project  www.ncsl.orgprograms/cyf/cw.htm

· National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges - Permanency Planning for Children Department   www.ncsl.orgprograms/cyf/cw.htm

· Texas CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate)    www.texascasa.org

· Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services - Child Protective Services  / www.dfps.state.tx.us/child_protection/about_child_protective_services/Default.asp
· U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families - Children's Bureau    www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cb/
· Houston Volunteer Lawyers www.ehvlp.org 

· Houston Lawyer Referral services www.hlrs.org 

· Lone Star Legal Aid www.lonestarlegal.org 

· Child Welfare Information Gateway www.childwelfare.gov 

· State Bar of Texas www.texasatj.org “Find Legal Assistance”

Partnerships 

· University of Houston Law School   www.law.uh.edu

· University of Houston Psychology Department   www.psychology.uh.edu

· Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program   www.ehvlp.orghome/default.aspx

· Houston Young Lawyers Program    www.hyla.orghyla/Default_EN.asp
International Resources

· Preventing child maltreatment: a guide to taking action and generating evidence. 
The World Health Organization and International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect  

http://justiceforchildren.orgdocuments/WHO-IPSCAN_9241594365_eng.pdf
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 “Justice For Children is doing remarkable and crucial work to make our society healthier.  Their work to protect children from abuse today ensures that these children can make productive contributions to society tomorrow.”  


Bruce Perry, M.D., Ph.D.





Dr. Perry is an internationally recognized authority on children in crisis whose recent work 


has focused on integrating concepts of developmental neuroscience and child development into clinical practices.  


He is the recipient of the 2006 Harvey Houck Award.
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